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if Papal approval was to be sought and obtained. Meanwhile
Mercier issued a Pastoral Letter to his diocese, in which, be-
sides describing the events of the recent Conclave and election,
he set out in unequivocal and even impassioned language the
position of the successor of Peter. While some of the phrases
were ill-attuned to English ears, the Letter gave the Cardinal's
mind so clearly on an all-important question that he asked
Halifax to have it translated and published in England. This
Halifax, with some misgivings, agreed to undertake.

I am afraid it won't do us much good [he wrote to Athelstan
Rileyj. Let us only hope it won't do harm. Foreigners never can
understand the English mind. Of course this was written for Bel-
gians, but the translation is for us, and even I could demur to it.28

If published it must be, it should be accompanied by a Fore-
word; and so, gradually, the project expanded. In the end A
Call to Reunion included not only the Pastoral Letter and the
Foreword, but an account of Halifax's first interview with Mer-
cier, the text of the memorandum which had formed the basis
of the December Conversation, a short record of the Conversa-
tion itself, and some observations on Mercier's Letter. Since the
Cardinal's last words had been a request for the least possible
publicity, Halifax had to obtain his permission and that of Dr.
Frere and the Dean for the appearance of the little book, in
which the Pastoral Letter was now relegated to an Appendix.
The preparation absorbed a good deal of energy during the
middle months of 1922, despite the assistance he received from
a Devonshire friend, Mr. Congreve Jackson. Neither the Dean
nor Dr. Frere could altogether subscribe to the views expressed,
while Gore, having been shown a copy before publication, was
vehemently critical. He implored Halifax not to publish the
book; it would fail in its object, produce a storm of repudia-
tions, set back the Catholic cause in England, and hinder the
rapprochement to the Orthodox. In fact it would be a 'disaster.'28